
 
Review
Author(s): A. H. K.
Review by: A. H. K.
Source: The Geographical Journal, Vol. 36, No. 6 (Dec., 1910), pp. 718-719
Published by: geographicalj
Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/1776853
Accessed: 23-06-2016 03:57 UTC

 
Your use of the JSTOR archive indicates your acceptance of the Terms & Conditions of Use, available at

http://about.jstor.org/terms

 

JSTOR is a not-for-profit service that helps scholars, researchers, and students discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content in a trusted

digital archive. We use information technology and tools to increase productivity and facilitate new forms of scholarship. For more information about

JSTOR, please contact support@jstor.org.

The Royal Geographical Society (with the Institute of British Geographers), Wiley are
collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve and extend access to The Geographical Journal

This content downloaded from 104.239.165.217 on Thu, 23 Jun 2016 03:57:21 UTC
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms



 718 718 718 718 718 718  REVIEWS. REVIEWS. REVIEWS. REVIEWS. REVIEWS. REVIEWS.

 the whole work, divided into two parts, for names of persons and of places and
 subjects respectively. In this volume the same care is shown in elucidating the
 many place-names whose spelling (or spellings, for variants are frequent) in the
 text are unfamiliar, and sometimes not even to be interpreted with certainty.
 A glossary of archaic words is a necessary feature. The intricacy of the text is a
 sufficient excuse for a somewhat long list of errata.

 'Cambridge County Geographies.' (Cambridge: University Press. 1910.
 Maps and Illustrations. ls. 6d.)-' Dorset.' By A. L. Salmon. (Pp. ix., 154.)
 ' Derbyshire.' By H. H. Arnold-Bemrose. (Pp. x., 174.) This series continues
 on its laudably strict lines, the two volumes under notice adhering as closely as
 ever to the pattern. The photographs in both volumes are good-those of
 typical Derbyshire scenery particularly so, while those of the Dorsetshire coast
 well illustrate its varied characteristics.

 'The County Coast Series.'-' South Devon and Dorset Coast.' By Sidney
 Heath. (London: Fisher Unwin. 1910. Pp. xvi., 445. Maps and Illustra-
 tions. 6s.) This volume applies a familiar principle in a new direction. It
 consists largely of picturesque deseription and what may be called (in no dero-
 gatory sense) historical and literary small-talk, but it finds its subject in a stretch
 of coast-line, not in a county or district. And as this coast manifestly calls for
 treatment from its physical side, this is by no means entirely neglected. Thus
 the extraordinary rock-formations of the Lulworth district receive attention,
 and the formation of Chesil Beach is considered at some length, though without
 technicality.

 ' Roman Cities in Northern Italy and Dalmatia.' By A. L. Frothingham.
 (London: Murray. 1910. Pp. xix., 343. Maps and Ilustrations. lOs. 6d.)
 American students have recently furnished several volumes of this type in the
 department of topographical archaeology, and this book is a good example. It
 shows evidence, not only of scholarship, but of intimate topographical knowledge,
 and it is always easy and interesting to read. The illustrations are good; one
 may be particularly grateful for the resuscitation of two old prints of Spalato,
 before the modern city had engulfed the Roman as it has now.

 ' Spain from Within.' By Rafael Shaw. (London: Fisher Unwin. 1910.
 Pp. 327. Illustrations. 7s. 6d.) The phrase "from within," or its equivalent,
 has sometimes been found in book-titles to cover the rather trivial and casual
 impressions of the voyager; the present volume is open to no such reproach. It
 is systematically arranged; it deals with racial and class distinctions, and with
 the attitude of the popular mind towards the throne, the church, government,
 the army, the police, and politics, and it affords a review of the condition of
 education. It is hardly at all retrospective, and in some parts is written as it
 were for the present moment, but the present moment in the Iberian peninsula
 is of peculiar interest, and this book goes far to satisfy that interest.

 ASIA.

 ASSYRIA AND BABYLONIA.

 ' Researches in Assyrian and Babylonian Geography.' Part I. By Dr. Olaf A.
 Toffteen. Chicago: 1908.

 In this learned essay the author, who is professor of Semitic languages and Old
 Testament literature in the University of Chicago, deals with the main geographic
 features of Assyria and Babylonia as known to the ancients. The survey here
 presented is based mainly on the extant inscriptions and other records of Ham-
 murabi, Sargon, Shalmaneser, Ashurnasirpal, Ashurbanipal, and Tiglath-Pileser
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 III. and IV. A clear picture is thus given of the political divisions, and the
 somewhat difficult text is much relieved by two historical maps, one comprising
 north-western Mesopotamia according to the Assyrian inscriptions, the other
 covering the whole ground from Syria to the Persian gulf as under the Assyrian
 Empire. It thus becomes possible to locate with some accuracy the great
 provinces of Isua, Daria, Bit-Zamani, Abai, Adinnu, and Ai in Assyria proper,
 and the ancient lands of Sumer and Akkad in Babylonia. It is rare to find so
 much useful matter clearly condensed in such a narrow compass as in this valuable
 monograph. A long appendix of thirty pages gives a geographical list to R. F.
 Harper's ' Assyrian and Babylonian Letters,' vols. 1-8, invaluable for reference
 purposes.

 A. H. K.
 PERSIAN SKETCEIES.

 'Persia andits People.' By Ella C. Sykes. London: Methuen. 1910. 10s.6d. ne

 There is much in this interesting record of three years' travel in the dominions
 of the Shah that recalls Miss Sykes's previous book, as well as Major Sykes's
 'Ten Thousand Miles in Persia.' Nevertheless the subject is so many-sided
 and fascinating that one cannot be surprised to find much new matter in the
 present work. Geography and descriptive topography, history, the government,
 the religions, the fauna and flora, and travel generally-all these phases of the
 Persian question have their appropriate chapters. Probably, however, the
 more instructive chapters and passages are those dealing with the social side,
 which the authoress, in much mixing with the people, has been at pains to study.
 For instance, the standard of honesty has its contradictory aspects among Persians,
 the illustrations being obviously derived from the authoress's personal experience.
 A native who had visited England formed quite an exalted idea of British in-
 tegrity, based on the fact that in the London A.B.C. shops people actually paid
 their bills at the door instead of making a dash past the desk and into the street !
 The authoress formed a general conclusion that ingratitude is an integral part of
 the national character, but at the same time she remarks that the Persian is
 characterized by great filial-affection, and will not allow his parents to come to
 want. On the whole, we are told " the Persian has his failings, certainly, but he
 is intensely human and therefore very likeable, and there are few travellers who
 do not wish him and his country well in the crisis that both are undergoing. A
 nation that had a civilization before those of Greece and Rome and is still keenly
 intellectual will, it is to be hoped, rise again, unless it is too heavily handicapped
 by a bad government, lack of communications, and the dead weight of Islam."

 SOUTH INDIAN ETHNOLOGY.

 ' Castes and Tribes of Southern India.' Edgar Thurston, C.I.E. Mfadras:
 Government Press. 1909. 23s.

 The publication of these volumes marks a further and most interesting stage
 in the direction of recording evidence upon facts which are either disappearing
 or being modified with more or less rapidity. The march of civilization is
 the great leveller of .primitive belief and custom, whilst tradition is crushed or
 distorted by its progress almost beyond recognition. Thus the field of investi-
 gation at first-hand of the facts forming the basis of the scientific study of ethno-
 graphy grows narrower every generation. This is essentiaIly the case in India,
 where the wilder life of the jungle, isolated by centuries of mistrust and inaccessi-
 bility has been made acquainted during the last forty or fifty years with the
 civilization of the great plains, through the protection afforded by the pax
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 by a bad government, lack of communications, and the dead weight of Islam."

 SOUTH INDIAN ETHNOLOGY.

 ' Castes and Tribes of Southern India.' Edgar Thurston, C.I.E. Mfadras:
 Government Press. 1909. 23s.

 The publication of these volumes marks a further and most interesting stage
 in the direction of recording evidence upon facts which are either disappearing
 or being modified with more or less rapidity. The march of civilization is
 the great leveller of .primitive belief and custom, whilst tradition is crushed or
 distorted by its progress almost beyond recognition. Thus the field of investi-
 gation at first-hand of the facts forming the basis of the scientific study of ethno-
 graphy grows narrower every generation. This is essentiaIly the case in India,
 where the wilder life of the jungle, isolated by centuries of mistrust and inaccessi-
 bility has been made acquainted during the last forty or fifty years with the
 civilization of the great plains, through the protection afforded by the pax
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